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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the RCE dated 28 July 2006 in application 
09/827,613. Claims 1-3, 5-10, 16, and 18-28 are pending. Claims 1,18, and 26 are 
amended. 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 28 July 
2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-10, 16, and 18-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McMullan, Jr. et al. (US005654746A) in view of Russo 
(US005619247A) and Smith et al. (US005581270A). 

Regarding Claim 1, McMullan et al. (McMullan) discloses a method for securing 
an object associated with a content receiver that is part of a conditional access system 
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comprising receiving the object (video game data, Col. 3, Lines 49-53 and Col. 5, Lines 
38-50) by the content receiver (See Figure 1 , 177) and loading the object into memory 
(Col. 6, Line 64 - Col. 7, Line 12). A user is able to use the system for specific amounts 
of time (arcade mode, Col. 10, Line 58-63 and Col. 11, Lines 4-12). Upon ordering a 
game, an authorization message including an amount of playtime is transmitted to the 
user's terminal (Col. 1 1 , Lines 29-38). During play, a memory storing the amount of time 
available is decremented for each time unit of play (Col. 14, Lines 35-43). This reads on 
the claimed beginning a timer counting (decrementing the playtime available). Continual 
checks are made to determine if the amount of playtime available stored in memory 
reaches zero (playtime expires) so that the system may terminate game play (Col. 7, 
Lines 57-61 , Col. 12, Lines 29-30 and Col. 14, Lines 40-43). This reads on the claimed 
determining when the timer expires and executing an event that correlates with the 
determining step (if remaining playtime is zero, halting play). Further, since the playtime 
available stored in memory is now zero, the system will no longer allow a user to begin 
playing another game (Co1. 12, Lines 7-23). This reads on the claimed changing an 
authorization status (setting playtime to zero) based on the determining step. However, 
McMullan does not disclose (1) a period before the timer expires comprises a trial 
period where use of the object is allowed before a purchase of the object is required 
and (2) that the executing step comprises a step of querying a user of the receiver for 
purchase of the object. 

(1) Russo discloses a program pay-per-play system for video games (See col. 3 
lines 40-46). Russo discloses a period before a timer expires that comprises a trial 
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period (e.g. preview period) where use of the object is allowed before a purchase of the 
object is required (See col. 10 line 60 - col. 1 1 line 4). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the method disclosed by McMullan to offer a period before the timer expires that 
comprises a trial period where use of the object is allowed before a purchase of the 
object is required, as taught by Russo, in order to provide various billing methods 
thereby offering more options and convenience for the user. 

(2) Smith et al. (Smith) discloses a user terminal for receiving gaming content 
(Col. 3, Lines 58-64) wherein a guest is operable to purchase an amount of playtime 
and a check is made to see if the playtime has been exceeded (Col. 10, Lines 8-11). 
When the user runs out of playtime, a menu is displayed including an option to buy 
more time (Col. 10, Lines 11-15). Once more time is purchased, the system is operable 
to continue game play (Col. 9, Lines 19-27). This reads on the claimed querying a user 
for purchase of the object. Smith is evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art would 
appreciate the ability to allow a user to purchase continued use of an interactive 
offering. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the method of McMullan with the additional 
playtime purchase of Smith in order to increase revenue by allowing continued use of a 
service without forcing a user to leave a game in progress. 

Regarding Claim 2, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
wherein the executing step comprises the step of executing an action in correlation to 
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the determining step as stated above. This action (continuing or halting game play if 
playtime has or has not expired) reads on the claimed checkpoint. 

Regarding Claim 3, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 2, 
wherein the checkpoint either authorizes play (timer has not reached zero) or de- 
authorizes play (timer has reached zero). This reads on the claimed authorizing use of 
the object by the content receiver. 

Regarding Claim 5, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
further comprising a step of changing the authorization status based on the executing 
step as stated above in Claim 3. 

Regarding Claim 6, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
wherein the receiving step comprises downloading the object from an authorized data 
channel (Col. 5 t Lines 38-39) in an encrypted form (Col. 7, Lines 20-25). 

Regarding Claim 7, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
wherein the loading step comprises the step of loading the object in volatile memory 
IDRAM, see Figure 2). 

Regarding Claim 8, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
wherein the beginning step comprises a step of receiving the playtime data as stated 
above. This reads on the claimed determining a time value (amount of playtime 
available to the user) that the timer measures. 

Regarding Claim 9, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
wherein the determining step is executed on a security processor (ASIC 200, Col. 14, 
Lines 40-43) separate from a general-purpose processor (Co1 . 6, Lines 6-7). 
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Regarding Claim 10, McMullan discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1, 
further comprising a step of removing the object from the memory (by resetting the 
device) based upon the changing step as stated above. 

Regarding Claim 16, see Claim 8 above. The time valued is a predetermined 
value based on the amount of time the user has purchased (Col. 11, Lines 10-12). 

Regarding Claim 18, see Claim 1 above. 

Regarding Claim 19, McMullan in view of Russo and Smith disclose a method as 
stated above in Claim 18. McMullan further discloses that the terminal is operable to 
receive authorization including playtime (Col. 11, Lines 29-37) in an encrypted 
communication (Col. 7, Lines 20-25) from the service provider. This reads on the 
claimed remotely changing a time for the content receiver using encrypted commands 
wherein the timer is correlated to the time. 

Regarding Claim 20, McMullan in view of Russo and Smith disclose a method as 
stated above in Claim 18. Smith further discloses that if the user opts to purchase more 
time, game play is allowed to continue as stated above in Claim 1 . This reads on the 
claimed changing the authorization status based on the querying step. 

Regarding Claim 21, see Claim 6 above. 

Regarding Claims 22-25, see Claims 7-10 above, respectively. 

Regarding Claim 26, see Claim 18 above. The beginning a timer counting and 
determining when the timer expires of Claim 18 read on the claimed beginning a usage 
counter counting and determining when the usage counter reaches a limit. 

Regarding Claim 27, see Claim 20 above. 
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Regarding Claim 28, see Claims 10 and 25 above. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-10, 16, and 18-28 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph G. Ustaris whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7383. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5PM; Alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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